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LIFE OF ABRAHAM LINOOLN. 258 


taken for the defense of Washington rendered the joint cam- 
paign of Johnston and Beauregard as unproductive of material 
results, aa the advance of McDowell, unsustained by Patterson, 
had been wanting in military success. It was chiefly in ite 
moral effect, at home and abroad, that this battle had any 
special significance 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































84 LIFE OF ABRARAM LINOOLN. 





lcouid aot again be replenisned, and those wha feared disaffes. 
tion to the eause from the heavy sacrifices 0 
disheartening ¢ireumatances could shake the people 
firm purpose of wrenching from the hands of 
weapous of revolt. No hour was so dark that loyal eyes ¢ 

not clearly see the duty of keeping up our armies, and of 
steadily pressing forward to ultimate and decisive vietere 
Lowever long deferred the consummation, 























































































































LIFE OF ABRANAS LINCOLN. 621 


sident, in the early days of November, looked with gladdencd 
sight upon military situation portending a near approach of 
the end. With the taking of Atlanta—as the event bas fully 
proved—all the Rebel territory betwoen tho Savannah and the 
Mississippi, embracing three of the most important Gulf States, 
had been practically conquered and reclaimed, as the result of 
the season’s work. Texas was long since isolated. Arkansas 
was still held by Gen. Steele. The Mississippi river was not 
seriously obstructed by the persistent attempts to interrupt 
navigation on its waters. ‘Tennessee could not be wrested from 
the firm hand of the military Governor, Andrew Johnson. 
Practically, the area of the Rebellion was now narrowed to the 
limits of the Carolinas and South-eastern Virginia, with the 
flash of Icyal bayonets and the thunder of “Linooln gas- 
boat ” all slong the sea-board of each. 
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